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ORIGO DOMINOES
ACTIVITY BOOK

For use with ORIGO’s Five- and Ten-Frame Dominoes  
and Word, Symbol, and Dot Dominoes



Showing	Numbers	1,	2,	3
Finding different ways numbers can be 
shown on a five-frame

Materials
3 counters (all same color) and 1 blank five-frame  
(BLM 1) for each student, 25 blank five-frames for 
demonstration, and sticky tack

Note
It will aid early understanding if individual students work 
with the same color of counters (otherwise it can be said 
that different representations are being shown).

Activity
• Hold up a five-frame and say, Help me show numbers 

on the five-frame. What are the different ways to 
show “one”? Place a counter on your five-frame. 

• Draw the students’ examples on five-frames then 
attach them to the board. Ask, In what ways are these 
pictures the same? In what ways are they different?

Attach the students’ examples to the board.

• Repeat the activity to have the students show two on 
five-frames. Students use counters on their frames to 
find new ways to show the number. Attach examples 
on the board as time allows. Reinforce that each 
picture shows “two”.

• On another day, repeat the activity to have the 
students show three on five-frames.

Student	Stand-Up	1,	2,	3
Involving students to represent one, two,  
or three on a large five-frame

Activity
• Use tape or chalk to mark out a large five-frame in  

an open area. The squares must be large enough that 
five students can comfortably stand together (one in 
each square). Ideally the frame should be in a space  
it can remain for a few days so the activity can be 
repeated and developed.

Mark out a large five-frame in an open area.

• Have the students gather around the five-frame.  
Say, There are five squares in this frame. It is called  
a five-frame and can be used to show other numbers.

• Then ask one student to stand in any square. Ask, 
How many students are standing in the five-frame? 
What is another way to show the same number? 
Have the first student leave the frame and a second 
student stand in a different square. Repeat until each 
of the five different representations have been 
shown. Each time, ask, How many students are 
standing in the five-frame? What is another way  
to show the same number?

• Repeat the activity above with students taking turns 
to show different ways two students can stand in the 
five-frame. Each time, ask, How many students are 
standing in the five-frame? What is another way to 
show the same number?

• On another day, repeat the activity to show different 
ways that three students can stand in the five-frame. 

Extension
Challenge students to find out how many different 
five-frame representations of one, two, and three  
there are.
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Dot	Train	
Matching the ends of dot dominoes to build  
a train

Activity
• Give a group of students the WSD dominoes that 

show dots on both ends.

• Have the students sit in a circle on the floor or  
around a table. Each student randomly selects three 
dominoes. One student then places a domino in the 
center of the group. 

• The students take turns to place one domino to  
form a train so the number of dots on the ends  
that touch are the same. If a student does not have  
a domino that matches either end, play passes to  
the next student.

• The winner is the first student to place all their 
dominoes on the train.

See	and	Say
Subitizing groups of dots

Activity
• Give a group of students the WSD dominoes that 

show dots on both ends.

• Have the students sit in a circle on the floor or around 
a table. Each student selects one domino and places it 
facedown in front of them.

• The students then take turns to turn their domino face 
up and quickly say the number of dots shown on each 
end. The other students can verify or correct the two 
numbers stated.

“There are seven dots on both ends.”

“There are five dots on one end and four on the other.”

• After each round, the dominos are mixed together and 
redistributed for the students to repeat the activity.

Extension
Have the students state the two dot numbers and then 
the total number of dots on their domino. The student 
with the greatest total wins the round.

Note 
Because dots on the ends of the WSD dominoes are not 
in any particular arrangement they are good for 
extending subitizing activities.




